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The handful of people 
who first lived in what is 
now Camas were served 
originally by Washougal 
post offices, at Parker's 
Landing, at the Maxon mill 
at the mouth of LaCamas 
Creek and by 1865, at the 
Gibbons farmhouse east of 
present-day Washougal. 

In 1858, however, a post 
office was established at 
Fisher's Landing, in the 
west end of the present 
Camas service area. The 
local merchant, Solomon W. 
Fisher, was named 
postmaster. He served until 
the office was closed 12 
years later. Mail came by 
river boat from Vancouver. 

The next post office in 
this area was called South 
Plain, and was set up in the 
farm home of Henry M. 
Knapp in what is now called 
Grass Valley. 

Knapp, a transplanted 

New Yorker, was the first 
and only postmaster of 
South Plain, which office 
was closed in 1860. Knapp, 
who took out a donation 
land claim, was an 
important political figure of 
his time, having served in 
the Washington territorial 
legislature from 1859 to 
1866, and a term as county 
assessor in 1861-64. The 
home-based post office 
served farmers of the area, 
probably as far as Fisher’s 
Landing, where the post 
office had been closed four 
years before. 

Knapp is considered the 
“first”? postmaster of 
Camas, because of the 
proximity of the office to 
the present city; 

re, two sons and a 
granddaughter were later to 
serve as postmasters of the 

mill community. 

The next office in the 
area was established in Fern 
Prairie, then an up and 
coming farm center, in 
1878, and continued until 
1894, Pinkney Blair and 
Mrs.’ Robert J. Fletcher 
were the rs. When 
the office was closed, 
patrons used the Camas post 
office until rural free 
delivery came in 1902. 

Meanwhile, mail service 

was re-established’ at 
Fisher’s Landing in 1881, 
under the name of Fisher's, 
and Solomon W. Fisher, the 
first postmaster, was 
appointed to another term. 
The name was changed to 
Fisher in 1894 and 
continued to serve until 
1917, when patrons were 
transferred to Camas. 


was 

the south side of the present 
railroad track, at the foot 
of what is now 164th 
service was 
stopped for a year, 1915-16, 


Camas P.O. 


and when reinstated, the 
post office was moved to a 
newer store north of the 
railroad, at 16306 Evergreen 
Highway. »Mail started 
coming by train in 1908. 

The townsite of. Camas 

was platted in 1883, and by 
1884 the town of 
“LaCamas” was a busy 
place. Hundreds of men 
were falling trees, operating 
two sawmills and building a 
paper mill, Aeneas 
MacMaster had built a tiny 
store on Third Street, a 
block inside the present mill 
property. It was in '84 that 
the post office was 
established and one Aaron 
F. Mills was named 
postmaster. The office was 
in the store, and it might be 
assumed that Mills worked 
for MacMaster. The late 
Hugh MacMastes used to 
recall that the first mail was 
brought from Troutdale on 
a skiff. Hugh was the 
operator of the skiff, which 
also carried passengers at SO 
cents each. Later, a 
sidewheeler was put on the 
run, bringing the mail from 
Vancouver to Portland. 

In 1887, Andrew J. 
Knapp had succeeded to the 
postmastership. By then, 
MacMasterhad built a larger 
store two lots east of the 
original emporium. It is 
possible that Knapp used 
the old building for a post 
office, although there is 
nothing definitely known 
about it. With a change of 
presidents, Richard T. 
Cowan followed Knapp in 


appointed postmaster, and 
served until 1894. During 
his last year as postmaster 
the name of the office was 
changed to Camas, some say 
by MacMaster himself 
without consultation with 
Washington, D.C., or local 
citizens. His argument was 
that too much mail was 
going astray, to LaCenter 
and Tacoma (L’s and T’s 
sometimes were written 
almost alike). Local citizens 
protested loudly, but the 
little postmaster stood his 
ground, as he was to do in 
later years in other disputes. 
The stubborn townspeople 
rs using LaCamas until 


In 1894 Grover 
Cleveland defeated 
President Harrison and John 
A. Cowan was named 
postmaster. The office was 
now in the Cowan 
confectionary store on 
Fourth Street. 

James T. Self, father of 
the longtime educator, Nora 
Self, served as postmaster 
for nine months in 1899, 
reas to Francis C. 
‘oemans, who served two 


years, Yoemans became a 
local hero when he shot a 
holdup man one day while 
carrying a gun in a paper 
bag from the post office to 


| his home, The holdup man 


} thought 


| 
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| 1936 to 1942. In 1939 the 


Yoemans had 
money in the bag, which 
turned out to be a fatal 
mistake! 

Ethamer Hadley was 
appointed under the 
administration of President 
Teddy Roosevelt, and John 
T. Poindexter replaced him 
in 1905. Then came John 
W. Conn in 1908, With the 
presidency of Woodrow 
Wilson, Henry M. Knapp, 
namesake and son of the 
postmaster at Grass Valley 
in 1874 was appointed 
postmaster of Camas. This 
was in 1913, and the post 
office was moved into a 
space between Third and 
Fourth on Clark (now 


Adams) Street. Here it 
remained until about 1921, 
when the office was moved 
a block north into the 
“new” Urie Building. The 
next move was to 420 NE 
Adams Street in 1931. 

With the retum of a 
Republican to the White 
House — Warren G. Harding 
— a local minister of the 
Christian Church, N.M. 
Field, was appointed 
postmaster and served until 
his death in 1931. Hilda E. 
Knapp was acting 
postmaster. Eight months 
later her brother-in-law, 
Don M. Mitchell, a local 
druggist, was named 
postmaster. He served until 
1936. 

After Franklin D. 
Roosevelt became president, 
Frank Collins was named 
stmaster, serving from 


post office moved again, 
this time in to a federally 
owned building at Fifth and 
Dallas, where it remains 
today. 

When World War Il 
erupted, Collins joined the 
armed forces and was 
replaced by Harry E. 
Scarbrough as acting 
postmaster, Collins received 
a permanent disability in 
the war and Norval F. 
Reeder was appointed 
postmaster by President 
Truman in 1949. Reeder 
died in office and George 
Gillas was acting postmaster 
for three months. Howard 
Martin received the 
permanent appointment in 
1966. 


Rural Route 1 and 2 
were established in 1902. 
City mail delivery was 
started in 1929. 


THE PRESENT Camas 
Howard Martin is postmaster, 


post office was dedicated Aug. 15, 1939. 
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